MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR.

Day

ACTIVITIES

We are grateful to our sponsors for making all of our family days possible.

And to our partners, The Second Ward High School National Alumni Foundation,
we hope to see you in person next year!

Social movements often use signs to convey a
message. Civil Rights activists often create signs
to be used as part of demonstrations or acts of
civil disobedience.
1. Design a protest sign to deliver your own
important message. Use a poster board, cardstock
or heavy paper to create your own sign.
2 What is your protest chant? Write it on your sign
along with anything else you think is important
for your message.
3. Use tape to attach a wood popsicle stick, or other type of stick to your board.
Or don’t attach a handle — It’s up to you!
4. Take a picture with your sign.
5. Post the picture on Instagram using #LMNSMLKDay and/or tag us on
FB/IG @LevineMuseum.

Peaceful Demonstrations Timeline
During the Civil Rights Era, peaceful resistance tactics were used such as bus boycotts, Freedom
Rides, sit-ins, marches and mass demonstrations. After working so hard, positive changes began for
African Americans including ending segregation (separation between whites and African Americans)
in transportation and schools and gaining voting rights and equal housing opportunities.
Use the word bank to fill in the blanks about the tactics used by Civil Rights heroes who still inspire
those seeking justice today.

1.

Freedom summer

March

Bus Boycott

Segregated

Children’s March

Sit-in

Voting Rights March

Freedom Riders

In 1955, Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to give up her seat to a white man on a bus in
Montgomery, Alabama sparking the Montgomery _______________ ________________
where people refused to pay to ride the city buses in protest.

2. In 1960, after college students in Greensboro, NC began the _____________ ‑‑ ______________
movement by sitting down at a segregated lunch counter and refusing to get up until they were
served, J. Charles Jones led students from Johnson C. Smith University to do the same thing in
Charlotte, NC. Charlotte desegregated its lunch counters six months later.
3. In 1961, _______________ ________________ , who were attempting to ride buses in Alabama
to test the new bus desegregation laws, were brutally attacked by counter protestors who were
supported by politicians and police.
4.

In 1962, riots broke out when James Meredith enrolled at the University of Mississippi, which
still only allowed white students even though the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education case said
______________________ public schools were unconstitutional.

5. During the 1963 _______________ on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, 250,000 people
marched and gathered in front of the Lincoln Memorial to protest inequalities against African
Americans. Martin Luther King, Jr. also made his “I have a dream” speech.
6. Also in 1963, young people participated in the __________________ ___________________
in Birmingham, Alabama. Police attacked them with dogs and fire hoses.
7. During the summer of 1964, 1,000 young civil rights workers traveled to Mississippi to volunteer
in what was called _____________________ ______________________ .
8. In 1965, thousands completed a march from Selma to Montgomery, AL to protest
voting discrimination against African Americans in the _____________________
______________________ ________________________ .

The Library of Congress: “We Shall Overcome”
It was the most powerful song of the 20th century. It started out in church pews and picket lines, inspired one of the greatest freedom movements in U.S. history, and went on to
topple governments and bring about reform all over the world. Word for word, the short,
simple lyrics of “We Shall Overcome” might be some of the most influential words in the
English language.
“We Shall Overcome” has its roots in African American hymns from the early 20th century,
and was first used as a protest song in 1945, when striking tobacco workers in Charleston,
S.C., sang it on their picket line. By the 1950s, the song had been discovered by the young
activists of the African American civil rights movement, and it quickly became the movement’s unofficial anthem...When the long years of struggle ended and President Lyndon
Johnson vowed to fight for voting rights for all Americans, he included a final promise:
“We shall overcome.”
In the decades since, the song has circled the globe and has been embraced by civil rights
and pro-democracy movements in dozens of nations worldwide. From Northern Ireland
to Eastern Europe, from Berlin to Beijing, and from South Africa to South America, its
message of solidarity and hope has been sung in dozens of languages, in residential palaces and in dark prisons, and it continues to lend its strength to all people struggling to be
free

Don’t forget to

Show us your
Protest Sign!
Tag us on Instagram or Facebook to show us your message.
Don’t forget to hit the follow/like button to stay updated on what’s happening
at Levine Museum and tune in to watch the MLK Day virtual celebration.
@LevineMuseum
@LevineMuseum
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